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BEADS Pays School Fees for Maasai Girl

i Lhebiy Kodraey, co-feitaer of HEALS

Torence wins 12 yeard ofd when we fest met in TEE Her Bither was leoking for o husbamd for

her, Like so many yourg adolescent Maasal gids in Kenya, Florence bad neached the age for
marmiage, Education is B best escaps for these girls; under Maasal tradation, the only way a gl
can avold early mareiage and croumeision is 6 $he i in school
And so | promised to find a sponsor lo pay Florencoe's veardy
school fees. Her father was skeptical, but agoeed

loday, Florenoe i o sepior at the best schod i the Kapado
district foveryone must apply for high-scheod placement and i=
selected according to thesr national o=t results), She k= an exoel-
lent athlete, a natural leader and maintains stellar marks that
will qualify her for university, Flomence is THINKING BIG

Florence is the first girl in her family to attend t.ﬂ':-l'n.‘lar_!,'
school, thanks 10 a sponsorship made avalable throupgh READS
i Education, She is one of 535 Eirl'. '.r:un'\.nln.d th r::-ul:h BEADDS.
The '\.|'||lnm|r|:d -ﬁ|r|~; ane rlnm.:nl\.' From &assa families in the
Ambosicli Wildlife Sponsorship Ragpon and Bsinya, which is &)
kilormebers ssulh of Mairobi.

Each gid 15 matched with a sponsor whao receivies school
reports, letters and pictunes ot the end of cach ferm, Every girl

sgns a contract o participate in communily seevice propecls
wiuch as fown cleran-up, tutoring and mentonng other Aodents

The girls" mothers participate in o women’s business group and produce exquisite beaded hand-
craft= Thiar F"r:'-ﬁl:'\. emable them o |.1r|.l1.'||.1-\.' the minimal fingncial contrbution for sclywal Tees
I'|."|.'|_Itir|'|.‘l froem cach :i.u'nll_g,- Products are avadlable at the Southsonian Mabional oo, Sruthsonn
gift shinps, and on the BEADS Wob il

A beautiful display can also be soen at the Benyvan Embassy in Washington, 0.C

In January 2003, | was thrilled to share the liest face-to-face mecting betweon Florenee and her
sponsor. Pat Judy. Florence’s father showed his pleasine by inviting the other elders in the arca to
join us, with his theee wives and many of his children. A= we ate, we disouszed Florence's ambition
b attend the |_|11|1.'|'-r-:i1:-,' and [PUFSIR A CAMGET i mirdicime. Flomnos father shoowed has appreciafion
for all that Pat had done for his daughter by offering her o gift—a goat

Thirty dollars a month provides a girl with this epporiunity, One hundred percent of the spon-
sor's donabion 15 wsed for habion and wnr'a-.t:hnp-: forr the 1Frn-:|'--.1r-:'|:| Firls. I.}rrt'r.'.h ng expenses fror
BEADS are raised cach year through Sepante donations,

Charck ol the BEADS wetsale [or more information: sowsebeadstored ucation.ong. 4
READS 5 a :-mr.'-|:-r|::,lirl|m:-|'|'.'.' af the WL, a S001 eX 3) fax- exempt crglamziri. I ALS werks o -
Jrrctian nath He Afncem Wakitfe Foumdatiom end  the Afmcan Coneserparia Cender and has Frofined fao
Eeryam program Fssisas, . .

Be sure to renew your
Friends of Kenya
Membership
Stay linked. Stay informed.
Be a
Friend of Kenya.
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Habari kwa Kifupi

.Ktm's 10,000 Samalia

refugees set for LIS,
exCEpIad from &n aricle by AMigo
Mar, O122 1403

Anoul 10,000 Somalia relugees
n Kanya arg Yo be resofied in tha
LS, "Betwesen 200 and 500
Somali Baniu refugess wil be ler
fed every week unld all are set
thed,” the head of lhe Inbenalicnal
Ciigarisatian lor Migraton (100
Kerya sub-ofice, M Mahammed
Abdiket, said

Hig argar:2ation, he sd, had

idenfiliad 50 .5 slates, asch to
accommadate abaud 200 refugees

M Bbdlkar saad Bp LIS goo-
armmird had approved @a pro-
fgramme mald &85 inalsng ths
Immegralicn informeson

Canada and Austraka wil also
admil ather refugess, ncluding
hase af Swdanese and Elhlodin
oiigins

These were currently about
11,0080 Samah Banhes in Keméan
refuger camds. Thal fesalve has
IDE'I:'II “Caing back o Somala
wioidld b o plurge back into the
famees, Gong 1o Amedicals a
disam, 0 6 e shods bebyesn
ha firg and paradias”

Bernbesrn of Mg parbouls geoup ol
Soimiaks weshe Diahly descrmiraded
AN i SO whend ey s
ienses] Bl fodeaers
Craving fer Udongo, the
miagic stone

eacargfed fovn s arick by Gion
A Mavels, Loas! Exvess

Yourg women call @ Fagi, while
oihers cal & Dawa bud whichawver
nama yoal cal 4, Lidomgeis
Il.'-mnn'..'lg. noplar amang mary
coaginl women

Measty a decade alter 4 lound
its way inta Kenya. Lidonga & win
Ir.-n;| ovar a big rambar ol can-
s, mainly expactant wamen
and girfis  Expoctant wamien lacks
lirg iron g calcium in Thidr dial
cravs for Ldongo as f is sad ta
montain e misarals. Bt Thay say
ey ol it manty 1o avold womit-

gl




