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beads of hope

Maasai mothers sell beadwork to send
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vear-old daughter. Like mest ather
o swomen i e Kewvan village,
she had been circumased m prepara
rien fowr this impormant nee of pasage
But Florence had other plans. She
wanted 1o be a nurse

Foday shee 1 aboae to graduate
fromm ome of the best sehoods im th
districr, with dreams of mow becom
Florence was able 1o
aber
ceiverd a scholarshap chrongh BEADS
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cosnbrnue her schooling she re
for Education, a no prostit project
of the lncernanonal Women's
Demacracy Centre and the Dupoto
Waormen's Gromp that her mather be
lexmps to, Formed in 1993, the bead
work co-operative is comprised of

winnen froam [smva, 2 miral own on
thie canizkirts of Mairabi. The women
weaded

necklaces 1o
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the group and namages the BEADS
for Education Webs sive, offered to o
ganize scholarships so thar che @rls
could avend secondary schools and
privine promary schools, which pro-
vided a better education than the
funded public  svstem
reiy LISS360, and the
wianld be required ro con
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recalls Rooney, “Ar their
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an extremely skeptical look on his
face, He didn't see the point in adu-
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marriageable age. Besides, like most
farmilies. he conldn’t afford the schosol
bees. Even if a tamily does have che
meney, ii wontld be wsed o educate
a son because bovs earn money 1o
syt the famaty wher -.'|-..i.;.|||_'_|".| ™
evenmally morry and leave home.”
When Florence cnrered the room,
Rooney says, she recalls ber big,
beawtiful smile, She podd Roopey thar
she didn't want to be marned and
tliat she wanted to go 1o school,
“When [ left that day, [ promised her
I'd fimel her a sponson, and 1did,™ ex-
nlains Rooney. “When | sow her
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oet, he isn't skeptical anymore, In
fnce, b is relly proud thar his daugh
ter 15 the furst i the Eamily 1o be ed
ncared. He even presenited her spon
sor with a goar in appreciation for
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al ;-|'|.||'-L or dawrhters from a newls
formed Magsai beading group froom
the Amboseli Marional Park disericr
Mhe 25 members of the Dupoan co-
Op. MOGE O0F W b are dleniie, mieet
each week ar a small workshop i the
village. Ie's 8 i and already the sun-
I w15 il winls weomen, mony
of wihirm walked for hoiars g partic
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their heads bowed, they methodi
cally strmg needles throaeh piles of
corlourtul heads
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thugt “you go torwand,”™ explains fan
Maina, the muther of seven daaohe-
rers, one of wham gradaated fron
schesaal and is now anending oolbegs
i Mairab 1 young woamen can
pead, they com pash Fomwsrd and have
1 berter life,” Felloer member Esther
kelele ke WO, wite has three ||.| .I:!|I
ters, dachds thar she wants hee daugh
fers to recelve an edcidrian s that
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Froan top katt Flarenos Hazoors:
gracuates from Righ schood this year and
Biapas ko eonlinus her studies so that sha
5% 3%l fl Ay Becoama & doctor; o group of
B niini girks are dressed and ready for
weksnl n B0 T warkang onher beading
projesl: Flarenss Keroyio says sha s
Evireg cas! her meolisee's droam by
eanlirung to study; ond staoking
il o tha Dupaio Wamsen's Group
TUSS3S: el wanw baadsToreduo ation.org).
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Friem lop: Thes Massal women of lainga
pasiorm a traditianal chant and darse
o welcosme thadir guests; 16-year-cld
abudem Flarence N osoore with her
BEADES aponsor, Pat Judy; wonsen get
thair 2ars plorcod wheen Ehoy ore young
wirls snd stioks sro used to stratch the
ghkln to ensusne o large opsening, as this s
eanalidared a maork of mgreat beauty.
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arvind ber, she savs: “We have no
righis, We take care of the home, the
family, conk, feed people and bear

wters will b

children. Bur our da
ree Because af they're educared, thes
cam do whatever they wane”
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money 1o spend, explains Zippy

Wanakura, ftrom che Alrican
Caonservition Lentre, & nom-provierm
tnental O GANIZQTION that waorks
closely wath the Dupots group, help
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heir Beacded wark, *Withnue hnan

cial empowerment, these women
anmeat enjory any mphs”

I'he growp's treasurer, Yeromica
Saturail, adds that Brancal
pendence will empower both them
i therr dawehiers. " 'We're no
longer totally dependent onoanen. We
have gained their respect. They re
hmbled by the money we're mok
ing.” [Each beader carns appross
madely LSS10 10 515

the =ale of her work,

Besides nffering them the frig
dang tor garn a living, Kooney says
that amoeher adced benefic w keep-
tlaat 1 de-

ing the wrls in school

lavs them being circonmcised. ~ 1
ehey're o schoel, they're nor gettmg,
married, so theres o need Lo it
1o be done,” she expliims,
Snine of s women in th ek
WP BTl e said I:i'l.:. wrill iy
evervihing tof to lave their daugl
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har di

pened 10 e, [ooney says
i & recent visit o Kewva, the now
If-vear-old student talked openly

about what a pambul experience in

was, “Flosence knows chag w's their
cssgaamy, bt | '-'.'I'.;II: sav shts [ARILSE
e it She has a vounger coosn,
whio s alse spnsorad, and Fmoson
thar she won't want ler vo be cir
cumetsed. Everyone looks up 1o
Flosrerice. She’s dedanine 1y eader, s
I'm sure she'll mfluswe other gials.”
Standing ootade  the [sinva
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uttheard of a decade ago—Florence

Kereyvia savs that she and the orher
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“| don't want an arranged mar
rage and I'm not goine to be cir
cumeised,™ she savs, e are Iree,
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