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Bead Buﬁon.

Coopcrativc bﬁ.admg:

the Duporo Women’s Group

by Wendy Ellswartf

- the remote will g ol [sanva, Benva, located aboat &0
muiles scaith of the cagatal cvy of Maitokd, a aroup ol
WO en meet -.-:';ni.:.rh' at a small shop to bead. For these
women, beading isn :-|-|||'.|ri|-.- a social activity, it s their
livelihood, The women sell their work in the local market and
it the much larger Maasm Rarket in Mairobi, They also scdl
on the Intermet at m-.'h'l.l..l'-r:l-:!.-.f:|'.|:||.|.'_:|'.i||:|.ll.',.' thie website of
the nanprofi BEALS for Education Progect that SRONS00E

I,!'||"iI b=ad Mg ,'-:-r.llil.'-'

The women comgris: ths Diipario Wion en's Group, which
was founded in 1993, Dupora is a word in the Maa language
that fsn'e ,-,|~.|i:. translated into Enplish. A l-r.!i1'!.' (Filad Td
sOURCE, it means |-:|':!'1 |.|.-.‘|n5 O !I||LIT'IIE‘., another s it
MEENS Frowl Il SUCoess, JAr 1d & third translated it a5 some-
thing good that grows from o sauarce, W hile there may e

SOIHE uncerainty r:,ﬂ_:.rnlin-:_' the name, what 15 certain i thar a
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Cidoefilly dressed moembers of the
Dupato Warsen's Group grect
wisiloes wilh & weloominp Gancs
Al phatos by Wendy Ellsworth
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skl graup nb Maatad women benefit from l'u.'|l'|'|ii1!!.' 1o i

nnovative beading Curipralive that allows them to I,'\'l_||_|| their

ancems 1o help one another in tainies al financial need

Thel ".||'-n'-| women make Beaded fterms that include IJII;E.
collars. coasters baskets, ke ¥ CLIEIS, heles, traditional Maasai
collars, culfs, and clethimg. They work witls seed beads, wire
thread, and beather, [l'.|:|1|.'|‘||:|.:'_ holes with -!|'|..=I'|"' awls as they
fashion their desepgms il fustctional iteis for sabe, Their
traditional color |1:|'..-'I'|.- GLAges Lrcum Dk e red, OTarge, and
vellow to white, '-::-|l.|q.'. hlack, and AR, Fach color has cultaral
sigmifecance — red represents the eirth and blood, green
||_'-'T'-||_-:u_'|:||1 Prosper I:. i Blue |q.'|l|q.'u.'|'.l:~ !!_q:l'l:.':ini:'- Black
nof enly signifies the skon calar of the Maazai people, it also
sembalizes wealth.

On the momming [ veated Lsaiyva, the women greeted me
with SOTIPS and dances. Wearing colorful dresses, cloaks, and
miultiple stramds of traditiona] beadwark, they sang and

chanted, clapping their hands and leaping high into the air. A
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these women, beading
isn't primarily a social a
it's

Sey

t

vity,
their livelihood.

shrig af their shouwlders made their beadwoark dance as well,
I'gcenrt [ me i||l_.| |E'_|_'i_| :.h- VAT OO, | was treat |'l\.| Ei i Wi Iil.!
fest of beaded crafts in a riot of vibhrant, primin calors, | was
particulardy attracted to traditional Maasai collars {see "Ethnic
Inspirations,” p. 381 These are stonming and oome i many
BN, olors, and d.:i'!':.'!‘ﬁ Their nesimng backets, made of wire
anid beads in contemporary colors, are also very clever.

aviel To I aar 1T
15 are i|—rl-'|_'|-:'d from the Crech

Like many artisans around the world, they adapt

e st ir bi to purchass supplies from
Inchan merchants, The bea
|E-r-|1'.|'i:-|'..'.
commion resources Lo wse i their oollars and bracelets, such
25 plastic stripscut from margarine containers,

The | :l|;|'.-|:'\. WITIET :’._'l:\.' ok the 4 |||IE:|.'I.I.|I'|'r ax thesr
primary source of meome tosupport their children, oo 1

essential that each pets paid an eqgual, ethicol wage,
READS for Fducanon Pr '_|l.l.| firyds FPONE0rs Wee sulssiclize

Dupoto Women's Group member Jane Maina in traditional Maass
clathang and beadwork
[ each of the

) education for ane dau ahiter

iterns such as reading glasses

411 rvate schos
e fbers: oiher sponsors donale
and dung-burning stoves, They also organize watkshops on
business Lorics,
Throuph the BEA

envirommentzl ssoes, and AITH prevention
et, daughters of the Dupoto
Wiomen's Group can learn traditional Maasai beading skills,

15 prope

Today, the group has about 23 participants, a conshituhion,

and a chairperson, Thes r finansial sucees has artracted add
1 selected as a role mosdel fo
i an onit-

am that trains newly formed svomen's beading

tigmal funding, and they have bee

other women's groups in kenyie Lhey are also part «

||_'.||.|I |l|-\.l|':'

cooperatives 1n other Monso resions, o way Lo others to
benstit from their knowledge wnd skills

As the Dhpoto name mmphies, the wamen's efforts will hove
|""""r'- I.l-"'ir|-;__1 and endring effects on Tutlne tEperalbons ol
Maasai girks. Like a pebble thrown into a pond, the ripples
froen the Doapoio
men s Group will be the soaerce of continwed srowth

will spread, and the creative energy coming
Wha

and success, o
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Fhe BEADE far Educetion Project, fourded by Detdne Roona), 15 a

praject af the Terernational Wonnen's Denrocracy Cedler, Iocaced in
[T

Wiadlidrprar: To sporsar a gt or prarchase beadid aedrafis,

nieriae visil Higer welsine,

L v beadsforediecmizo . org

Jbems Tor sale ab Uhe beading cooperaties in Isinga, Konya,




